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NOMENCLATURAL NOTES IN MUNRONIA WT. —A MELIACEAE GENUS 
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ABSTRACT 

Munronia plnnata (Wall.) A. S. Rao, comb. ncv.. is proposed for the plant until now known 
under Munronia wallichii Wt. The nomenclatural history is briefly stated. The disjunct 
distribution of the species is commented upon. A photograph of a herbarium specimen is also 
included. 


Robert Wight (1840) founded the genus Munro¬ 
nia in honour of his friend Lt. Munro, with 
Munronia pumila as the type species. In a later 
(1840) and more elaborate characterisation of the 
genus, Wight described another species, Munronia 
neilgherrica and also transferred'Wallich's Turraea 
pinnata to his new genus Munronia. In doing so, 
he altered the specific epithet to wallichii in 
honour of Wallich, as "all the species have pinnate 
leaves”. Hooker (1875) reduced Munronia neil¬ 
gherrica Wt. to synonymy under Munronid walli¬ 
chii Wt. Although Wight made his transfer with 
some hesitation as he only knew the plant from 
“Wallich's plate and description ” his disposi¬ 
tion is confirmed by Hooker, and now by the 
present comparative study of specimens from the 
Himalayan, the Western Ghats, and the Nilagiri 
areas. However, while Wight’s taxonomic judge¬ 
ment is right, his changing of the specific name, 
followed by Hooker, Brandis, Gamble and others, 
is now in violation of Article 55 of the Montreal 
Code (1961). The earlier validly published specific 
epithet of Wallich, pinnata, has to be reinstated. 
Accordingly, in conformity with Articles 33 and 
49 of the Montreal Code, the proper combination 
is here made. 

Munronia pinnata (Wall.) A. S. Rao, comb . nov. 

Turraea pinnata Wall. PI. As. Rar. 2:21. t . 119. 

1830. 

Munronia wallichii Wt. Ill 1: 147, 1840. 

Munronia neilgherrica Wt. Ill. 1: 147. /. 54. 1840. 

A shrub about 1 m. tall, with the compound 
leaves crowded at the top. and a bunch of slightly 
fragrant white to pinkish flowers (Photo 1). It 
occurs scattered in the undergrowth of dense 
evergreen and moist deciduous forests, from about 
600 m. to 1200 m. altitude. It may also be observ¬ 
ed that after more than a century after the des¬ 
cription of the species from the type localities in 
the Himalayas, and Nilagiris, only recently collec¬ 
tions have been made in additional areas in the 
Western Ghats, and in the Biligiri-Rangans, 
slightly extending its range. The known distribu¬ 
tion of the species in India remains sharply dis¬ 
junct, with a distribution in the Eastern Himalayas 
and Assam at the one end; and the Western 
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Ghats, the Nilagiris, and the Anaimalais in the 
Deccan peninsula, at the other. It may not be a 
rash suggestion to make that the plant also occurs 
in the moist deciduous forests of Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, and Orissa States, and has escaped attention 



Photo 1 : Herbarium ipecimen of Munronia pinnata (Wall.) 
A.S.Rao, the inset is a photo of the plant in nature. 

due to its low stature and rarity in flowering. If 
the species should be found in any of these areas, 
it would help in establishing the continuity of its 
distribution, within its range. 
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SPECIMENS STUDIED: BHUTAN. Gom- 
batin? Gammie 10139 ; SIKKIM. Sikkim-Hima- 
layas, Gammie s.n .; Terai, Gammie 10007 [B-S/].* 
MADRAS. Coimbatore district; Anaimalais, 
PoIIachi, Barber 36cs; Madurai district: Vannathi- 
parai. Jacob 1*7712: Nilagiri district: Gudalur, 
K.H.R. s.n . (MH. 86089); Nilagiri, Anon. s.n. 
(MH. 8910).' MYSORE. S. Kanara district: 
Beddome s.n. (MH. 8906) [MU]* MYSORE. 

*MH~ Madras Herbarium, now under Botanical Survey 
of India, Southern Circle, Coimbatore ; BSI— Herbarium of 
Botanical Survey of India, Western Circle, Poona. The 
abbreviations are from the Index Herbariorum (ed. 4) Utrecht 
1959. 


Coorg district: Mercara, Rao A . S. 74583 ; Mysore 
district: Biligiri Rangans, Beduguli, Subramanyan 
79840, 79971 ; Shimoga district: Kavaledurga, 

Sundara Raghavan 80948 [BS7]* 
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